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TRANSITION POLICY
THE MEANING OF TRANSITION

Transition concerns the change a child encounters from one place to another. As children develop from birth throughout childhood they move, or transition, from one learning environment or setting to a new one. Often, these transitions involve a process of change that requires them to adapt their thoughts, feelings and behaviours to meet new expectations. 

Transition is like a journey and takes time, preparation, and planning. Adults can help a child’s journey into new territory by supporting them before, during and after the transition occurs. Parents and Practitioners need to work together, sharing information they have about the child and what support he or she may need.

RATIONALE

We believe all children should feel as comfortable, confident, and emotionally secure as possible when entering the Preschool. Young children starting a preschool need support to enable them to adjust to a temporary separation from their family. They need to feel they are a valuable, competent member of their new social group, and they need to develop positive attitudes towards the range of new experiences they will encounter. During the transition children need to be helped to retain the self-confidence and self-respect that they have already gained at home or in previous settings. Getting to know a child and planning for admission to the setting requires parents and practitioners to engage in an equal partnership in which both learn from each other.

OUR AIM

Transitions involve a process of change that requires a period of adjustment for you and your child. To help your family adapt to change, we aim to provide as much continuity of care as possible. We will accomplish this by sharing information about your child and working closely with you, other providers who care for your child and any provider your child may move on to.

TRANSITION FROM HOME TO THE SETTING

Information sharing (all about me form) is the child’s starting point.
Settling in procedures

Role of key person and introduction to key person and co-key person
Comforters 

Parent’s pack, policies, and procedures 

Transition bag and staff story
TRANSITION FROM SETTING TO SCHOOL

We support children transferring to School, through inviting their new Teachers to come and observe them at the setting. Each School is given a Transition report which shows their journey while attending our setting. 

In the case of a child having been identified with SEND then the Key Person will attend a transition meeting with the school, parent and maybe a specialist, that is working with the child and the family.
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